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implementing rehabilitation programs to support
communities Build Back Better following disaster.

The Build Back Better principle means just that - to
build infrastructure, livelihoods and communities
back better than they were before - so when the next
disaster strikes, they are prepared and can stand

strong.
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Editorial

3474;;490>: =>?2::@7?::1:"%1:.: @9 ? =49mnge#, Ind?e resilient, and better prepared
8,60>:47::2.4,77D:?30:B:=7/D>:8:>7?: for the future.
disaster-prone nation. Comparatively, the
EDITOR/DESIGNER other ASEAN countries had Indonesia at third, I am reminded of the biblical story of
Emma McCrow Myanmar at sixth, Vietnam at 12th, Thailand Nehemiah and the restoration of the city of

at 23rd, Malaysia at 35th, Cambodia at 65th, Jerusalem. It would be natural to think of this
SUPERVISING EDITOR Lao at 124th, Brunei at 165th, and Singapore at as a record of a large construction project.
Mark Webster 187th. However, | would argue that it demonstrates

two other elements that are essential to
Il 1 3474;;490>:4>:B077:,.<@,497?70/:B47?B>BVQ2=6:,>:B077:°:>:.4,7:=0>?:=,7?4
CONTRIBUTORS reality of what this means for their work and and fair relationships with others) and
Mark Webster the communities that they serve. In 2021 their spiritual restoration (right relationships with
Katherine M. Vidal teams responded to ten disasters and in 2022 God and self). Without these, the biblical

they have already responded to nine disasters narrative makes clear, the material
Marly Bacaron . . .
. even though the typhoon season is only just restoration of the wall around Jerusalem
Tom Pignon beginning as | write. Some of these disasters would have been meaningless - or even a
Aimee Tapeceria =0<@4=0/:8@77?4;70:=0>;:9>0>:49:/4 tardpdedfiture. Building back better
Winly Joyce Molina locations and ADRA Philippines has been active =0<@4=0>:,:3:74>?4.:,,;=:,.3:,9/:=0>7?

Dorkjhand Baast in raising funds locally to support this work relationships between people (social and
as well as receiving international funds from spiritual) and with the environment (built and
ADRA and other donors. natural) is central to this.

&309:?30:/4>=@;?4:9:?::;0:;70b>:7 4 AThis wib be my last message for ADRA Asia
GET CONNECTED 7T4A0743::/>:1=:8:14>,>?20=>:4>:?34>:Eocls<a®@|30ch:Mc&e back to Australia to
<@4.67D:-0.:80>:.70,=:?3,?:=0>;:9>0tdke:Up@mwther role with ADRA. A theme of

immediate needs after a disaster is not my time with ADRA Asia has been the value
@ 09:@23+: A0=:?30:;,>?: A0:DO,=> :490f collective action. ADRA Philippines
partnership with the Seventh-day Adventist demonstrates this in their work - as do so

Church and Adventist Community Services 8,9D::?30=: ! ::2.0>:,.=:>>: >4 ,+:#30

« "= 11 3474;;490>:3,>:>4294 .,97?isDo place in Asia without risk, but humans

increased their response capacity. Now they are inherently resilient when workingto -
PUBLISHER are focused on responding within the 20?30=+x: @=:2=0,?70>7:48;,.?7:,9/:1@7

1=,80B:=6::1:1 @47/: ,.6: 0?2?20=D:?::;=D;;,¥0D>:;@=;:>0:B477:,7B,D>:3,;;09:,
>4,:1024:9,7: 2.0 communities for disasters by increasing serve together with others to confront the

resilience. In this edition of ADRA Asia Focus, B:=7/b>:.3,770920>1%
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that means.

The concept of building back better carries

Rl with it the idea of restoration which is central
?:0 1 BD>:B:=6:,9/:;@=;:>0:°:?::>0=A0:
humanity so that all may live as God intended.
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restoration back to a previous state. It also
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ADRA Asia Focus, launched in 2021, Mark WebSter
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in Asia, so all may live as God
intended.
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mother of 4, had been living in a 3x2 meter
make-shift house for the last 21 years.

This make-shift house was a Sari Sari store
(assorted goods store) by day and a
bedroom for her and her children by night.

As a single parent, she raised her 4
children through the meager income from
her small store. Her children helped her
in whatever way they could so they could
afford to go to school.

Her daughter Claire is currently a
second-year BS Agricultural Business
student at Central Philippine State

Rodgefel and Claire are hopeful t
:=,D0=>:B477:-0:,9>
Their experiences in life have
resilient and now, they are prepared for

better days ahead. -
Background e
9:230: ! :'3474:;490>D: ,;,9: 7,21

Shelter Assistance project, Claire was part
of the Ground Support Group overseeing
Logistics. The ADRA team never knew her
families story until they visited the area

$94A0=>4?D=+:"30:4>:/0?70=8490/:?:7:9614B23D:=:<@,74 0/:-090 .4,=40>

studies to have a better future, but it has
not been easy.

Claire grew up taking care of her siblings
and managing their store because her
mother was looking for other ways to earn
more income. Being exposed to managing
a store, she now has her own online shop

?2::9,9.4,77D:>@;;:=?2:30=:>?2@/40>+%

On the morning of December 17, 2021,
their home was severely damaged when
Typhoon Rai (local name Odette) struck
their neighborhood. They were forced to
evacuate their home.

Looking at the ruins the next morning,
they were worried how to start again
because they had not only lost their home,
but also their source of income.

When Rodefel was chosen as one of the
=0.4:4097?>::1: |
Zip project, her family began to have hope
again.

Finally, their family would be able to live in
a decent house they could call home, with

1 3474;:490>D:

Evergreen Zip project, funded by ADRA
Korea. She was with ADRA helping others
rebuild their homes, while her own family
needed help too.
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Katherine M. Vidal
ADRA Philippines
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WHEN DID YOU FIRST JOIN ADRA AND
WHY?

CAN YOU TELL US ABOUT ONE OF YOUR
MOST MEMORABLE EXPERIENCES
WORKING IN ADRA?

WHAT DOES THE WORK OF ADRA MEAN
TO YOU?

WHAT DO YOU LOVE MOST ABOUT YOUR
POSITION?
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